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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ENRG, BM, VS 
SUBJ: BURMESE OFFSHORE 
OIL NEGOTIATIONS 

REF: A. RANGOON 858 (NOTAL); 

B. RANGOON 826 (NOTAL); C. SAIGON 1346 (NOTAL) 

1. ROB RAY DRILLING SERVICES PTE. LTD. IS SUBSIDIARY OF 
ROBRAY OFFSHORE DRILLING CO. LTD. WHICH INCORPORATED IN 
HONG KONG DEC. 15, 1972. SINGAPORE SUBSIDIARY IS DE FACTO 

MAIN OFFICE. DIRECTORS OF ROBRAY DRILLING SERVICES ARE NEVILLE 
FERGUSON AND RAY WILLIAMS, BOTH FORMERLY WITH READING & BATES. 
THEY ARE EXPERIENCED AND RESPECTED IN THEIR FIELD. EMBASSY 
BELIEVES ROBIN S.K. LOH IS PRINCIPAL FINANCIAL BACKER. 

AMCONGEN HONG KONG MAY BE IN BETTER POSITION TO DETERMINE 
U.S. PARTICIPATION IN COMPANY. 

2. IN JANUARY 1974 ROBRAY DRILLING SERVICES PROPOSED TO 

GVN TO BRING IN TWO RIGS WITHIN 2-3 MONTHS IF THEY WERE GIVEN 
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OFFERED TO PAY $6 MILLION FOR GVN'S SEISMIC DATA AND TO 
IMPLEMENT A FOUR- YEAR EXPLORATION PROGRAM. TO BEST OF OUR 
KNOWLEDGE OFFER NOT ACCEPTED. EMBASSY SAIGON MAY HAVE 
FURTHER COMMENTS ON THIS. 

3. ROBIN LOH IS ALSO IN OFFSHORE RIG CONSTRUCTION AND 
LEASING BUSINESS THROUGH ROBIN SHIPYARD PTE. LTD. 

4. ROBINA OIL CO. (ALSO IN LOH'S GROUP) IS IN PARTNERSHIP 

WITH CITIES SERVICE FOR EXPLORATION CONCESSION IN INDONESIA. 

5. ROBIN LOH HAS BUILT AN EXTENSIVE EMPIRE ENCOMPASSING 
REAL ESTATE, SHIPPING, SHIPBUILDING, RETAILING AND AIR CHARTER 
SERVICES IN ADDITION TO HIS INTERESTS IN PETROLEUM FIELD. 

MOST OF HIS COMPANIES HAVE BEEN BUILT ON CREDIT WHICH IS 
READILY AVAILABLE ON HIS PERSONAL GUARANTEE. HIS PAID UP 
CAPTIAL IS USUALLY NEGLIGIBLE. SINGAPORE BRANCH OF CHASE 
MANHATTAN BANK REPORTS PAID-UP CAPITAL OF ROBRAY OFFSHORE CO. 

LTD. IN HONG KONG IS APPROX. HK $1 MILLION. 

6. WE HAVE HEARD NOTHING DEROGATORY ABOUT ROBRAY, BUT 
EMBASSY AGREES THEY DO NOT HAVE THE NECESSARY EXPERIENCE, 
ORGANIZATION AND RESOURCES TO HANDLE EXPLORATION ON THEIR 

OWN OF BULK OF BURMESE OFFSHORE AREA (PARA 2 REF C). HOWEVER SUN OIL, 
CITIES SERVICE AND ROBRAY GROUP MAY WELL PROVIDE ALL NECESSARY 
INGREDIENTS TO CARRY OUT SUCH AN UNDERTAKING. BELIEVE DEPT 
AND OTHER ADDRESSEES BETTER ABLE TO COMMENT ON ACTIVITIES 
OF CITIES SERVICE AND SUN OIL. 
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